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" Ref.  CL/4330
Subject: Call for nominations for the 2021 Félix Houphouét-Boigny-UNESCO
Peace Prize
SirIMadam.

| have the honour to invite your Government to submit nominations for the Félix
Houphouét-Boigny-UNESCO Peace Prize. The Prize, named after the first
President of Cdte d'lvoire, was established in 1989 by the UNESCO General
Conference at its 25th session and is awarded every twa-years by a high-level
intemational jury.

The Félix Houphouét-Boigny-UNESCO Peace Prize honours living individuals and
active public or private institutions ‘or bodies that have made a significant
contribution to the promotion of, search for, safeguarding of, or maintenance of
peace in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the Constitution of
UNESCO. The candidates proposed must have gained an international reputation
through rommendable and proven action over several years.

The sponsor of the Prize is H.E. Mr Abdou Diouf, former President of Senegal, and
the patron of the Prize Is H.E. Mr Henri Konan Bédié, former President of Cote
d'lvoire. Both men were appointed iptuite personae by President Félix Houphouét- -
Boigny before his death.

In April 2019, the Intemational jury decided to award the Prize to H.E. Dr Ably
Ahmed Ali, Prime Minister of the Ferleral Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, “for his -
unflagging efforts to bring about pgace and reconciliation between Ethiopia and
Eritrea”. After the jury made its decision, in October 2019, Dr Abiy Ahmed All was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. -

lllustrious personalities such as Mr Nelson Mandela and Mr Frederik W. de Klerk,
former Presidents of the Republic cf South Africa, Mr Yitzhak Rabin, former Prime
Minister of the State of Israel, Mr Shimon Peres, former Prasident of the Stats of
Israsl, and Mr Yasser Arafat, former President of the Palestinian Authority, have
also been awarded the Prize. o -

As the next recipient of the Prize will be named in 2021, UNESCO encourages you
to nominate one or more candidates. A candidate’s commitment to human rights
and the promotion of a culture of peace, his/her work in this area, and histher -
contemporary humanism regardles? of ethnic, political and religious’ con&deratlons
should figure prominently in his/her nomination file.

To Ministers responsible for relations with UNESCO
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The Prize consists of US $150,000 (if necessary, divided equally among the
laureates, of whom there can be a maximum of three}, a gold medal and a diploma.

In view of the importance of the Prize, the Qrganization has established a rigorous
process for the selection of candidates. We thus encourage you to nominate one
or more particularly deserving candidates whose commitment can serve as an

example for everyone.

In order to submit your hominations| | invite you to send an email to the Secretariat
of the Félix Houphouét-Boigny—UNESCO Peace Prize (PrixFHB@unesco.org).
Please note that the deadline for the submission of nominations is 28 February

2021.

Please accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration,

Audréy Azoulay
Director-General

cc:  Permanent Delegations to UNESCO
National Commissions for UNESCO




